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SECTION ONE – WHAT IS THE MINISTRY OF HELPS?

Week 1
Defining The Ministry Of Helps?

1 Corinthians 12:28 (NKJV) 
And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 

The ministries that we call “the five fold offices” are to help the Church grow. However, all of the jobs designated by the Lord must be done if God’s goal for His family is to be reached.
If you are born again, you are a part of God’s family. As part of the family of God, have you ever wondered what your place might be in the family? Or have you ever wanted to be able to help your brothers and sisters in the Lord?

Do you have a desire to be part of god’s mighty move in the earth?

God indeed has called you to a very important ministry- the ministry of helps. Notice in the verse above two “statements” the Holy Spirit made through the Apostle Paul about the helps ministry:

1. It is a supernatural ministry, listed among things such as miracles and healings.

2. It is a “gift” God has set in the Church like a concrete pillar to hold things up. 

Who Do You Help?

You maybe wondering, “If I am in the helps ministry, who do I help?”

You help the one God has set in each church to oversee it. Your job is to help your pastor run the church. Helps ministries act like fingers on a hand in assisting pastors.

The Lord has given your pastor a vision for his church, and He has given you to your pastor to “help” bring that vision to pass. Without helps ministry, things will not get done. A pastor without those set to help him would be like a hand without fingers.

Study Questions W1a
1. What kind of list is given in 1 Corinthians 12:28? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
2. Who set “helps” in the Church? _________________________________________________________________
3. What was God’s purpose in setting helps ministries in the Church? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who does the helps ministry help?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
5. What can happen to a church with no helps ministry? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
The Purpose Of The Helps Ministry
Ephesians 4:11-12 (NKJV) 
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

Have you ever wondered why God set apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers in the Church?
Paul made it clear in his letter to the church at Ephesus that the ministry gifts were put in the Body of Christ for one main purpose: to perfect (or mature) the saints.

People, who are maturing, growing up in Christ, will exhibit two qualities:

1. They will build up and add to the welfare of God’s family, the Church.

2. They will learn to minister – to help or serve – others.

You can tell the truly mature Christians in every situation by those who help the pastor, not hinder him. Given the opportunity through your prayers and support, God will enable your pastor or pastors to equip and perfect you with everything you need to function supernaturally in the ministry of helps.

Study Questions W1b
1. What are the five ministry gifts in Ephesians 4:11?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How many of these gifts are from God to the Church?
_________________________________________________________________
3. What is the main purpose of these ministries in the Church?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
4. What is another word for perfecting?
_________________________________________________________________
5. What are the two qualities of those maturing in Christ?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
6. How can you tell who the truly mature Christians are in the Church?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
7. Who does God use to equip and perfect you for works of service to His Church? _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why did God give you a pastor in your Church?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
NOTES
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 2
One Who Gives Assistance
God Himself set the ministry of helps in the Body of Christ, as we saw from 1 Corinthians 12:28. Helps is a supernatural ministry with its own supernatural anointing to serve God by serving His pastor and His people.
The definition of helps literally is “one who gives assistance”.
If someone in your church needs help, and you can meet that need, do it! That will keep your pastor from having to do it.

Satan delights in keeping a pastor so busy that he cannot lead the people as he ought to do. Your obedience to God’s call for the helps ministry will protect your pastor from this dangerous snare. God wants to speak to his people through the pastor, but He cannot if the pastor is too busy to spend time in prayer.

In Numbers 11:10-17, we read how God set the ministry of helps into His people of that day – Israel. Moses could no longer help the people individually. There were too many of them with too many problems.

Moses cried out to God about the burden of all this people upon me (v. 11), and God answered. The Lord told Moses to pick 70 elders of the people and bring them before Him. Then the Lord said He would take the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them (v. 17) in order that the elders might share the burden of the people.

The 70 elders were given a supernatural ability to share the load of caring for God’s people. Doing the things that will benefit the pastor takes a supernatural anointing. Ask God for this anointing, and He will gladly answer. God’s vision is the one He gave your pastor, so help the pastor fulfill that to the glory of the Lord.

Study Questions W2a
1. What is the definition of the ministry of helps?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What benefit does your pastor receive when you help others in the Church? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
3. What does Satan delight in doing to pastors?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why did Moses cry out to God? (Numbers 11:10-17)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How did God answer him?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What did the Lord give the 70 elders of Israel whom Moses chose to help? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
7. In Numbers 11:17, what did God say was the purpose of the helps ministry to Moses?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Not Everyone Is called to an Apostle, Prophet, Teacher, Evangelist or Pastor
When God calls people to work for Him, they usually assume He wants them to preach. However, God also calls people to sweep floors or work in the nursery.
Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-28. In those verses, the analogy used by the Apostle Paul to explain the Body of Christ was that of the human body. If one part is missing or malfunctioning, the body suffers loss and is handicapped.

God knew it would take many different ministries to keep a church family strong and healthy. If one failed, the others would suffer for it.

Another thing that is important to remember is that God sets each member where He wills, not where the member wills. God knows where you will be the most effective in caring for His people. When every part does its job, there is no division in the church body. You may not be the pastor, but God will give you a similar vision.

You can share in the effort to achieve that goal and share in the reward for helping the pastor accomplish God’s commission. The helps ministry is a sort of apprenticeship program. When you prove yourself faithful and obedient in one job, God will promote you to another.

Study Questions W2b
1. Who decides what job you will do in the Church?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does God set members in the Church as He wills? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What happens when all members do their parts? (1 Corinthians 12:25)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How does 1 Corinthians 12:14-28 apply to your church? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What do those verses say to you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What would happen if everyone in your church decided to become a preacher? ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 3
The Disciples Had Helps Ministries
The best example of helps ministries in the Bible can be seen in the events of Jesus’ life. He came to earth to live a natural life before God in such a way that we could imitate and follow it. Look at a few experiences Jesus had:
In Matthew 10:5-8 Jesus sent out the twelve disciples. Why did He not go Himself?
Like any other shepherd, Jesus was only one man. He could do only so much by Himself. God gave Him the ministry of helps to expand His ability to minister to the people in all of the towns and villages to which He went.

In Matthew 14:15-21, we read about Jesus multiplying the loaves and fishes to feed more than 5,000 people. How was the food distributed? He did it through the ministry of helps, just as any pastor today would have to do.

In Matthew 8:23-26, Jesus was asleep in the boat during a storm at sea that threatened to sink them. How could anyone sleep through a storm like that? Sleeping through a storm is easy when you are physically exhausted from preaching. The disciples were doing the rowing so that Jesus could get the rest He so badly needed.

Maybe this is a good reason for you to help your pastor. When the disciples got into trouble during the storm, Jesus was there to take charge and rebuke the storm. Your pastor will do the same for you, if you give him the chance to be the leader and shepherd. But he can only do this if you give him time to rest by doing the jobs he otherwise would have to do.

The ministry of helps also handled the Last Supper for Jesus. Read mark 14:12-16.

Jesus made great use of the ministry of helps in His time. God’s men and women today have the same problems handling everything that needs to be done that Moses and Jesus did. God wants to make the same use of ministry of helps today that he did in times past.

Study Questions W3
1. In Matthew 10:5-8, why did Jesus send out disciples instead of going Himself? _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did Jesus manage to distribute food to the 5,000 in Matthew 14:15-21? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. In Matthew 8:23-26, there is another reason why Jesus needed the ministry of helps. What is it?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who made the preparations for the Last Supper?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. If you were to help your pastor as the disciples helped Jesus, what would happen in your church? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________

SECTION TWO – THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY OF HELPS
Week 4
The Strong Church

1 Corinthians 12:18 (NKJV) 
But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
1 Corinthians 12:25-28 (NKJV) 
that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 

The Ministry of helps is a supernatural ministry set in a church by God to help to bring to pass the vision or goal God gave the pastor. The simple definition of helps is “one who gives assistance to the weak and needy”.
In verse 18, we see that every member is put in the Church for a purpose. Every believer has a job to do in helping to care for God’s people.

Verse 25 says …but that the members should have the same care one for another. Caring for someone is not a mental attitude but an action whereby you watch out for the needs and welfare of others.

In verse 26, you can see that when you do not do your part, someone else suffers. When people are suffering, you should be there to comfort them. When they rejoice, you should be there to rejoice with them and spur them on. (Hebrews 10:24)
God never intended for any believer to be a pew (chair) sitter, week after week. He put you in the church to help. Where people do not help, the Body of Christ is weak.

Your church is made stronger when you are strong in the ministry of helps towards others. The church is weak when everyone looks at a problem and says, “I wish someone would do something about that.”

You are that someone set in the Church by God to do something about it! 
Study Questions W4a
1. What kind of ministry is the helps ministry?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why was the helps ministry set in the Church? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How many members are set in the Church by God? (1 Corinthians 12:18) _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
4. How are you to minister to your brethren? (1 Corinthians 12:25) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What happens to the Church if you do not do your part? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
6. What makes the Body of Christ weak? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Order Of Authority And God’s Anointing
Read Numbers 11:10-17 again. Moses was placed by God to oversee and care for His people, the Israelites. He was anointed to do the job and had God’s ability to lead the people for the Lord.
As you see from those verses, a time cam when the job was too big for one man. So God set the ministry of helps in the nation to assist Moses in caring for the people. Seventy elders were supernaturally empowered to assist and help Moses, the man with the vision. Those men then also had a vision for what Moses was doing and had the same heart to get it done.
The anointing of God came down through a definite order. God’s anointing went to Moses; Moses’ anointing flowed to the 70 called to help. God has the same order today. He gave all power to Jesus, who sent the Holy Spirit, who called and anointed the five-fold ministry. (Ephesians 4:11)

Where does the anointing go from there? To you! You are the one those men and women of God are to equip and perfect. (Ephesians 4:12)

Your pastor is sent by God to train you to work building up Christ’s Body, the Church. The pastor does not build up the Church. He is supposed to train you to do it. Listen and learn from him, so God can use you in your own ministry. The pastor’s vision and anointing will flow into you if you will let it.

God will enable you to do the job just as He did Moses’ men and Jesus’ disciples.
Study Questions W4b
1. What was Moses anointed to do? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What did God do when the job became too big for Moses alone? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Whose anointing did the 70 receive? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What were they supernaturally empowered to do? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. In addition to the anointing, what else did those 70 elders share with Moses? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What is your pastor sent by God to do in the Church? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What is your job in the Church? (Ephesians 4:12) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 5
Serving God’s Chosen Man
In Exodus 24:13, God’s chosen man had a minister. Joshua was called to minister to Moses. The word minister in that context does not mean “preacher” but “servant”.

In a restaurant, the job title of waitress is to “minister” to you, to serve your table. Whatever your need is for that meal, she is make sure it is met. What kind of waitress would she be if she never were around when you needed something? A good waitress watches carefully over your table and is there whenever you need her.

Joshua was chosen by God to wait on, or to serve, Moses. He was to help Moses by serving his needs so that Moses could keep his mind on God’s work.

Joshua was the only one allowed to go with Moses to Mount Sinai and see the spectacular things of God that Moses saw. Why? Joshua was allowed to be involved at such momentous time because he was a faithful servant to God’s chosen man.

Being a servant was a menial thing to most people – and still is considered that way – but Joshua saw it as a ministry unto the Lord. Eventually, he was promoted to the position of leader of all Israel. 

Your pastor will be more effective if he is not concerned with day-to-day duties such as sweeping the floor, mowing the lawn, or painting the church. The list is endless, and it puts an endless load on the pastor who does not have someone to help him or her.

I would rather have my pastor before God in prayer and in the Word than have him sweeping the floor. I want him perfectly in tune with God so that he can minister to the people. (I am one of the people too) In Acts 6:2-3, the apostles realized this:

Acts 6:2-3 (NKJV) 
2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 

Study Questions W5
1. Who did God give Moses to help him?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does the word minister mean? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How is a person who serves their pastor like a witness? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why did God give Moses a man to serve him? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How will it help your pastor if you serve him as Joshua did Moses?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. In Acts 6:2, what did the apostles say was their primary duty? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What benefits did Joshua derive from faithfully serving God’s chosen man? _________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 6
Elisha The Faithful Minister
In 2 Kings 2:1-15, we are told of Elijah the prophet, as he came to the end of his ministry. God was preparing to take him home. When Elijah was gone, God would need someone else to carry on. Elisha was the man chosen by God for the job.
There are three things to notice about Elisha:

1. He served Elijah for a number of years.

2. He was faithful to the man with the vision.

3. He eventually was promoted.

Ten years is a long time to be following someone around, acting as his servant. But God knew what He was doing. Those years are what it took to mold and shape Elisha by experience into the kind of man God needed.

You may be thinking, I have been here five years, and I am still a children’s church teacher. When is God going to promote me?
God will promote you when He knows you are ready to be promoted.

Just as Elisha was faithful to the man with the vision, you must prove yourself faithful to the man with the vision under whom God has set you.

Elisha not only was promoted in the end, but he received a double-portion of Elijah’s anointing. He did twice as many miracles as Elijah.

Do not “put God in a box” regarding how long you serve a man of God. If you are faithful, God will promote you when He is ready and when you are ready.
Study Questions W6a
1. How long did Elisha serve Elijah?
________________________________________________________________
2. Why did the Lord have Elisha serve Elijah for so long?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. When does God promote someone? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How do your prove your faithfulness to God and man? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Elisha receive for his faithful service to Elijah? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Fruit Of A Faithful Servant
You may think you are not qualified for the ministry of helps. However, you need to remember that it is God who qualifies a person for a place of service in the body of Christ. This qualifying is the supernatural part of the ministry of helps.
What then is the natural side, or your part in the helps ministry?

The one thing only you can supply to your ministry is faithfulness. God cannot make you faithful and trustworthy. This is the main element you must bring into your ministry to God and to the Church.

The Bible has much to say about those who are faithful:

· In Proverbs 13:17, the faithful enjoy health. God blesses them with health and happiness because of their obedience.

· In Proverbs 25:13, a faithful servant is said to refresh his master. How would you like to be a blessing and a refreshing to your pastor? That is what God said a faithful servant would do.

· In Proverbs 28:20, God promises that a faithful servant will abound with blessings. Good things will come his way. When you set your mind to see after your pastor’s welfare, God will take care of yours.

· In Daniel 6:4, we see the testimony of the faithful servant. No fault of wrong can be found in him. There is nothing he can be accused of because he is right with God. Faithfulness will put you in a place of honor in the eyes of your pastor.

Study Questions W6b
1. Who qualifies you for the ministry of helps?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What important ingredient can only you bring to the ministry of helps? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What belongs to the faithful? (Proverbs 13:17) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is another characteristic of a faithful servant? (Proverbs 14:5) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What effect does the faithful servant have on the one he serves? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What will you abound in if you are faithful? (Proverbs 28:20) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION THREE – HAVING A VISON
Week 7
You Must Have A Vision
James 1:5-8 (NKJV) 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

Double minded means you do not stick to one way of thinking. In the helps ministry, it refers to an individual who has received direction from God but keeps getting off the track.
If God has called you to help the pastor by being an usher, do not try to fill some other position. Wisdom from God belongs to the single-minded Christian who sticks to what God has given him until it is done. We must resist the temptation to get our fingers into other things. 

God has given your pastor a vision for your church, and he is responsible to bring it to pass. However, he will need help. That is why God has placed you there: to be a minister of helps to your pastor so that the vision can be reached. 

A vision is a goal and a direction from God, a divine guidance that God gives you. Put faith with corresponding action to bring it to pass.

Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) 
Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 

Christians without a vision die. They shrivel up like fruit that has been on the tree too long. Those who will receive, and act on, the part of the pastor’s vision which God gives them to perform will experience the supernatural working of God in their lives.

Study Questions W7a
1. What does it mean to be “double minded” on your calling from God?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does James 1:7 say the double-minded person receives from God?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are you to be to your pastor? Why has God put you in his church?
a)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________b)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Proverbs 29:18 say about people without a vision?
_________________________________________________________________
5. What happens to those who act on the part of the pastor’s vision which God has given him? ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How do you protect the vision God has given you? (Habakkuk 2:2-3)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why should you write down what God has told you to do in the church?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God Gives The Vision

Romans 4:17 (NKJV) 
(as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 

You can see that it was God who gave Abraham the vision of becoming the father of many nations. Romans 4:18 calls that vision hope. When all hope of having a son was gone, God gave Abraham supernatural hope. On the other hand, another name for supernatural hope is vision. God showed Abraham what things would come to pass if he cooperated.

The Lord also has given your pastor hope, or a vision, for the future. There are four ways God gives people this kind of vision:

1. He could speak to your heart.

2. He could give you an open vision – one you could see with your eyes.

3. He might give you an inward vision – eyes closed.

4. He might show you that vision in His Word.

Those who are called to the ministry of helps will have the same vision as the pastor. You might not get the vision the same way your pastor did, but God will put His vision in you as He sees fit.
Abraham received the fulfillment of his vision because he had faith in God’s ability and willingness to do it. Paul tells us that we also must walk by faith and not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7). If we are faithful, God will bring that vision to pass; so have faith in the fulfillment of your vision.

In Proverbs 29:18, God said that people perish (fail) without a vision. Your church will fail without a vision on which you can put your faith.

Hebrews 11:1 says that faith gives substance (reality or existence) to things hoped for. If you have no hope or vision, then you have nothing to trust and believe God for; therefore, nothing will happen or come to pass in your life or the church.

God is in the hope giving business, so when He speaks to you, listen to Him!

Study Questions W7b
1. What vision did God give Abraham that exercised his faith?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is another name for supernatural hope? 
_________________________________________________________________
3. What are the four kinds of visions God gives? 
a)________________________________________________________________b)________________________________________________________________c)________________________________________________________________d)________________________________________________________________
4. Why did God give you the same vision as your pastor?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Abraham have to do to receive the fulfillment of the vision God gave him? ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
6. What causes people to fail? (Proverbs 29:18)
_________________________________________________________________
7. What does faith bring to pass? (Hebrews 11:1)
_________________________________________________________________
Week 8
Helping God’s Man With The Vision
Exodus 17:11-12 (NKJV) 
11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 

We can see the part that Moses’ helpers played in overcoming Amalek. God told Moses how to win the battle, and Aaron and Hur helped. They did not win it, but helped Moses win it. (Through Joshua and his men)

God will always send people with the man of vision. If you want to be where things are happening in the Lord, join yourself to the man God sends you to and help him work toward the fulfillment of his vision.

God’s will for your church is expressed in the vision or goal He has given to your pastor. Like Moses, your pastor will encounter times when he needs support to continue in the way the Lord has directed. Do not run ahead of him when he appears to going too slow.

You can be one who takes part in bringing about God’s purpose in the land, if only you will learn to be like Aaron and Hur – simply content to hold up the arms of the man of vision, knowing he cannot make it unless you, or someone like you, holds up his arms.
Study Questions W8a
1. What part did Moses’ helpers play in the battle with Amalek?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who did God tell how to win the battle? 
_________________________________________________________________

3. When God gives a man a vision, what else does He give him to carry it out?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How does God reveal His will, or goal, for your church? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why should you be careful not to criticize or run ahead of your pastor in God’s work? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Being Knit Together

Judges 20:11 (NKJV) 
So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united together as one man. 

They were organized so that each man supported and protected each other. No man would fight alone, but rather with the combined force of the entire nation.

The Church has been called by God to be knit together as one body. Our success in the world depends on unity! The best way to beat an army is to scatter its soldiers – stop the unity! Satan wants to do that to your church. We are workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9)

If you want to work with the Holy Spirit, you will have to work together with your brothers and sisters in the Lord, because that is who He is working with.

1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) 
Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

God’s idea of unity includes everyone speaking the same thing with no divisions – one in mind and opinion. These qualities produce one thing, shown in Genesis 11:1-6. God Himself said nothing would be impossible for the body of people that built the Tower of Babel. Why? He said that because of their unity. That is why He changed the one language of the world into many – to break up the unity of minds.

Look at what Jesus said in Matthew 18:19:
Matthew 18:19 (NKJV) 
Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 

God will work and move supernaturally among His people when they are in harmony together.

Study Questions W8b
1. In your own words, write down what it means to be knit together as one man? ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. On what does the success of the Church in this world depend? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the best way to beat an army? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is Satan trying to do to God’s army?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Who will God work with? (1 Corinthians 3:9) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why must you work together with your bothers in the Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What elements are included in God’s idea of unity? (1 Corinthians 1:10) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 9
The Helps Ministry In The Early Church
In Acts 6:1-7, you will see that the early Church had a ministry of helps that greatly aided the growth of Christianity in the world. There are seven things you need to notice about this event:

1. The Word of God increased (spread) after the ministry of helps was added to the Church.

2. Those in the helps ministry had hands laid upon them to receive the anointing to do the job.

3. The purpose was to give the men with the vision time for Bible study and prayer.

4. Stephen did mighty miracles because he had proven himself faithful in serving. Therefore, he was promoted by God to the miracle ministry.

5. Church growth resulted from the work of the helps ministry.

6. This demonstrates that God will add to your church as well when he knows that you can care for them.

7. The people did not lay hands on those called, but the apostles did, as Christ’s direct representatives of His authority on earth.

All of these things combined to produce a supernatural, growing Church that turned the world upside down. There is no reason we cannot do that again – if we learn from the experiences of those who made yup the first-generation Church.

Study Questions W9a
1. What aided the growth of the early Church?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who did God appoint to lay hands on the ministry of helps? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did the Word of God increase? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why did Stephen get promoted to a miracle working ministry?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why did God set the ministry of helps in the Church? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How did God equip the seven men for the ministry of helps? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

- 6 -



